
Prahalad
Rajkumar has
set big goals
for himself.
He wants to
earn a
university
degree,
become a
software
developer,
play lots of
bridge and
win a national
championship
in an ACBL
tournament.

At age 21, he’s already made so much progress
that he’s a favorite to accomplish all that and
more.

A native of Chennai, India, Prahalad learned
bridge at age 14 from his dad, who is an Indian
national champion. Prahalad played in many high-
level tournaments during his high-school years.
He placed third in a major IMP Pair event in his
home country and was named to the Indian Junior
Team in 2001.

“A few times, I skipped my mid-year exams to
go to the Indian Nationals,” Prahalad said. “There
were no make-up exams, but I was doing so well
in my courses that my instructors just let it go by.”

Prahalad came to the U.S. three years ago to
study computer science at the University of
Maryland. He played in Washington DC and New
York City NABCs, where he entered as many
championship events as possible. He particularly
likes the major team events.

“I really enjoy being able to practice and
improve and learn from other players,” Prahalad
said. “I want to play against the best, and I hope to
one day make a strong showing in the Spingold or
Vanderbilt.” 

Prahalad says the tournament events are very
different in his home country. There are no
flighted or stratified events, and the national
organization doesn’t have the resources to
promote youth bridge. Teens and other newcomers
must play in the open sections at Indian
tournaments.

Prahalad hasn’t played in any Junior events
for the past three years, but he has strong praise
for ACBL’s program and its participants.

“There are so many more opportunities here in
the U.S. for young players,” Prahalad said. “I have
a strong appreciation for all of ACBL’s efforts to
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Kessler surges past 10,000
Here in the Daily Bulletin office, we don’t

meet too many players who want to publicize their
failures. That’s just what Gary Kessler did last
Wednesday, though, when he reported on how
long it was taking him to reach the 10,000-
masterpoint mark. As of last Monday night, he
needed only .59, but he went point-less on
Tuesday and Wednesday.

We’re happy to report that Gary finally went
over — with points to spare — on Friday
morning. Gary placed 3/4 in Bracket I of the
Wednesday-Saturday AM KO Teams for a pickup
of 11.50. His teammates were John Russell, N.
Barrington IL; Barry Harper, Regina SK; Jack
Bryant, St. Louis MO; and Darrell Keel and Steve
Bruno, Peoria AZ.

Plaudits for the
Partnership Desk

To the Tournament Committee:
I have come to my first national tournament,

traveling by myself from Massachusetts. Although
I had scheduled a pair for the Silver Ribbon Pairs
– with a partner from my hometown – and had a
couple of other pre-arranged matches, I used the
Partnership Desk extensively. My sincerest thanks
and compliments go to them for the excellent job
they did. 

Especially, I wish to recognize Mr. Gail Carns,
who made things very comfortable in the pairing
process, particularly when I was rejected one time
as a partner. His pleasant attitude and helpful
nature contributed significantly to my enjoyment
of the tournament. 

– Paul Wolf, Shrewsbury MA

Give ‘em a chance 
to go wrong

On the way to winning both the Sunday and
Monday Open Pair events, Mark Itabashi of
Murrieta CA and Eric Leong of Oakland CA had
two especially memorable deals. Each involved a
position in the heart suit that gave the opponents a
chance to make an error.

On the first deal (Board 15 from Sunday
evening), Leong and Itabashi pushed their
opponents to 5♠, then found a way to talk them
out of making it.

Dlr: East ♠ 9
Vul: EW ♥ 9 6 4

♦ 8 6 5
♣ K 10 8 6 5 2 

♠ A 7 2 ♠ K Q J 8 4
♥ 10 8 5 3 ♥ A Q J 7 2
♦ Q 10 9 3 2 ♦ K 7
♣ 4 ♣ 9

♠ 10 6 5 3
♥ K
♦ A J 4
♣ A Q J 7 3

East South West North
Itabashi Leong

1♠ 2♣ 2♠ 5♣
5♠ All Pass

(Hands rotated)
Itabashi cashed the ♣A on opening lead and

shifted to a low spade. East drew four rounds of
trumps and led the ♦K. Itabashi knew that
ducking the diamond was the best way to keep
declarer out of dummy, but he also realized that
would force declarer to lay down the ♥A and drop
his singleton ♥K. 

Itabashi made sure declarer had his dummy
entry by offering up the Greek “gift” of winning
the diamond and exiting with the ♦J. Declarer
could now run four diamond tricks, but eventually
took the losing heart finesse for down one.

The next day, Leong found himself in 6♥ on
this deal (Board 29 from Monday evening; hands
rotated):

♠ 8 2
♥ J 10 8 7 5
♦ K J 7 6 4
♣ A

♠ Q J 7 6 4 ♠ 10 9 5 3 
♥ – ♥ K Q 4 
♦ 10 9 8 3 2 ♦ Q
♣ J 9 5 ♣ Q 10 7 4 3

♠ A K
♥ A 9 6 3 2 
♦ A 5
♣ K 8 6 2

The opening lead was the ♦10, low from
dummy, ♦Q from East. Leong won the ♦A and
considered how to play the trump suit. The normal
safety play of running the ♥J clearly wasn’t safe
on this deal, as East was known to have a
singleton diamond. But it certainly wouldn’t cost
anything to give East the illusion that a finesse
was coming.

Leong crossed to dummy with the ♣A and led
the ♥J to see if he could induce a cover. It worked
– East split his honors and Leong was home free
with 12 easy tricks. Had East smoothly ducked the
♥J, Leong would have undoubtedly gone up with
the ♥A and gone down in the slam, but he gave
himself the free extra chance and was rewarded
with plus-1430.

Masterpoint disclaimer
Scores as reported in the Daily Bulletin are

subject to change because of score changes or
corrections.

Therefore, the masterpoint awards as shown
are also subject to change.

Childcare
Childcare is available daily from 12:30–5:30

p.m. and 7 p.m. to midnight. Contact Room 1421
in the Westin Hotel for more information.

Cell phones
Cell phones, audible pagers or

any similar communication
equipment may not be operated or
operable in the playing area
during a session of play at NABCs
except for health-related

equipment or by permission of the director-in-
charge of the tournament or event.

Indian Junior testing himself 
in U.S. tournaments  

teach in the schools and encourage junior bridge.”
Here in Pittsburgh, Prahalad entered the

Vanderbilt and lost to the powerful Meltzer team.
Since then, his team has won a compact KO event
and placed second in the top bracket of the four-
session Toyes-Giftes Knockout Teams. His team-
mates were G. Venkatesh, Los Altos CA; G.
Prabhu, Ames IA; and R. Rajkumar (his father),
Kanningat Krishnakumar and P. Ridhar, all of
Chennai, India. On Friday, Prahalad and
Venkatesh finished 13th in the Lebhar IMP Pairs.

Perhaps his most impressive showing in a
championship event was in New York City, where
Prahalad and his 15-year-old brother placed 32nd
in the finals of the Life Master Pairs last summer. 

In New York, Paul Soloway visited the Daily
Bulletin office to report on a diabolical ruse an
opponent had pulled on him in the Life Master
Pairs. Soloway didn’t know the young man’s name
at the time, but he does now. It was Prahalad, who
held: 

♠ 10 8 6  ♥ A J   ♦ K 7 5  ♣ K J 8 7 5
Prahalad chose to respond 1♠ to his partner’s

opening 1♥ bid and heard Soloway, on his left,
bid a natural 2♠. When this was passed back to
him, Prahalad bid a smooth 3NT.

Soloway held 
♠ A K 7 4 3 2  ♥ 3 ♦ J 8 4 2  ♣ A 2  and was
totally deceived. He was intent on not giving
declarer a spade trick, so he led diamonds on
opening lead and again when he was in with the
♣A. This was not a successful defense, as the full
deal was:

♠ J 5
♥ K Q 10 7 6 4
♦ A 6
♣ Q 10 9       

Soloway
♠ A K 7 4 3 2  ♠ Q 9
♥ 3 ♥ 9 8 5 2
♦ J 8 4 2  ♦ Q 10 9 3
♣ A 2 ♣ 6 4 3

Prahalad
♠ 10 8 6 
♥ A J  
♦ K 7 5  
♣ K J 8 7 5

As soon as Soloway made his second diamond
lead, Prahalad showed his hand and claimed 12
tricks. All Soloway could do was look on in
admiration.

“It was like re-raising in poker with nothing,”
said Soloway. “He made a terrific bid of 1♠ – and
his 3NT bid was out of this world. He earned his
top.”


